Volunteer brief – Summer 2019 – Layers of London and Strandlines
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The University of London’s Institute of Historical Research (IHR), in collaboration with the National Archives, Historic England, the British Library, Museum of London Archaeology, London Metropolitan Archives, Birkbeck University and other partners, is currently delivering a project called Layers of London. This will engage with hundreds of thousands of Londoners from across the city’s 32 boroughs and provide them with the tools to explore and share their histories and identities through our state-of-the-art website (layersoflondon.org). The website enables Londoners to contribute to developing a record of our great multicultural city, using layered historic maps to record hundreds of thousands of stories, recording fresh and neglected voices, perspectives, memories and histories. 
We work with organisations and collections to get diverse and interesting stories, memories and histories on the digital map in all of London’s 32 boroughs.
Strandlines is a digital community project developed by Professor Clare Brant. Strandlines is entering into a new phase of collecting histories and stories of the Strand. The collaboration between Layers of London and Strandlines aims to bring stories about the Strand to a much wider audience, by sharing histories, memories, or creative work, from archives or collected from people living or working on the Strand, across both platforms.
Applicants should send an informal email to amy.todd@sas.ac.uk explaining their interest in the role and relevant skills/experience. Applicants will be contacted on the 24th May if successful for an informal meeting with the project team.

We are looking for a volunteer who will:
· Read thoroughly material granted by Strandlines and Layers of London
· Work on a strategy for adding this information to the map of the Strand area
· Collaborate with Strandlines editors to turn research-in-progress into map points for Layers of London and posts for Strandlines
· Take into account the formatting limitations of the websites
· Share your work with Strandlines and the Layers of London team before publishing

· Further research other collections, archives, organisations, research, links and photographs that might embellish the research when displayed on the map on Layers of London
· Add contextual information onto the map and into collections where relevant to help tell these stories

· Write blog posts about your experience and curate social media promotions around your work to drum up interest from the public and wider sector. 
Requirements for the role:

· We are looking for volunteers with an interest in public engagement, online engagement, archives and museums, community engagement, social and local history and geography. 
· Applicants must be confident in using Microsoft Word and writing for social media and blogs.
· For this role it is not necessary for you to volunteer physically at a set location throughout the role and you can work from home/remotely/at Senate House as long as you have the resources you need. You will meet the Strandlines and Layers of London team and will be in touch for guidance and support.
Desirable:

· Knowledge or interest in the Strand geographically, its history, and ongoing daily-life
· Knowledge of or interest in the types of industries, buildings, and workers based around the Strand: for instance, the legal world, banking, theatres, churches, or transport
We are asking for a contribution of approximately 4-5 voluntary hours per week between May and July. We are flexible in terms of work schedule within this.  You will send a brief fortnightly report on your work and we will schedule a series of meetings to ensure you have all the resources you need.
Training/support provided if necessary:

· We will provide training on how to use the Layers of London and Strandlines websites and add content, including an introduction to the project and project team
· We will provide support, guidance and models for your contributions
· We will support your use of social media/blog posts on our platforms

What we can offer you:

· We will pay all your expenses if you are travelling as part of the project.
· We will provide all necessary equipment for the duration of the placement.
· We will provide suitable working spaces in the IHR/Senate House although many tasks you may prefer to do remotely and we are happy to be flexible with this role so that the role works for you

· We will offer you training – in archival research and digitisation – to build your skills and contribute to your continuing professional development
· We will offer support and guidance for your future career/volunteer opportunities
· References for future study/work on request if applicable
